KIDDERMINSTER FOREIGN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting
held in Trimpley Village Hall on Monday 15" June 2026 at 7.30pm

Present Councillor Mr. B. Phillips Councillor Mrs. S. Thompson
Councillor Mr. C. Holford Councillor Mr. C. Grainger
Councillor Mr. S. Leigh Councillor Mr. R. Roberts
County Councillor J Shaw Mrs E Whitehouse (Clerk)

District Councillor J Byng 2 members of the public were present.
District Councillor P Harrison

Fire Procedures - As posted in the village hall. Assembly point: the carpark.

A welcome was extended to all present.

Police Report -

Clerk gave details of a local Police Surgery to be held in Eymore Wood Car Park on Monday 22™ June between
6 and 7p.m. for members of the public to attend, and raise any matters with this police. This had been publicised
at Clerk’s request on trimpleywatch, along with other local surgeries.

It was reported that 3 men trespassing on Hollies Farm land, with dogs had been challenged by a local
landowner. The men pulled up hoodies, gave verbal abuse, and made off towards the Foxholes. It was
suspected that reconnaissance for hare coursing may have been a motive, but at the very least, their presence
with an unleashed dog may have disturbed wildlife and was trespass. It was thought that the police had recently
been given more powers in respect of hare coursing, and/or trespass, and it was debated whether the police
force employed a dedicated wildlife officer. This could not be confirmed as no officers were present.

Public Open Forum

Various Phone call reports had been made by a member of the public :

— To Worcs. County Council, reporting traffic cones left at the bottom of Hollies Lane

- reporting debris on A442 — which was promptly swept after heavy rain had deposited this from Hollies Lane

~ - reporting a dead deer on the carriageway — on the bends after the Wolverley turn. Clerk and County
Councillor J Shaw advised that the District Council were responsible for removing dead animals from the
carriageway or verge. Clerk explained that there was a specific link for this — going to the District Council home
page, clicking on “report it”, and a link for dead animals’ removal could be found there.
Footpath Sign opposite Bite Farm drive — was reported as rotted through and the post and could fall into the
road. ROW Officer Clir. Roberts would report for replacement.
Bollard outside Parklands — was reported as fallen down.
Litter - the Clerk had requested a litter pick through the village, and understood that this had been done.
Verges had been cut, and no great quantity of litter had been revealed.

1. Apologies For Absence: Apologies were received and approved from Clir. Mrs. Elise Nolan-Thompson.

2 Declarations of Interest/Dispensations: Interests as previously minuted and declared on the central register.
Councillor S. Leigh declared a pecuniary interest in the Planning Item.

3. | Approval of Minutes of the Parish Council Annual meeting held 18™ May 2026
The minutes were approved and signed.

4, County and District Councillors’ Reports -
Councillor Jenny Shaw tabled the following report:
#10864 Speed limit review on the Habberley road from the tuming with Habberley Valley to the top of the hill. A review was
requested and has taken place; it will not be supported as highways feel there is sufficient signage to indicate the bends.
However, highways are going to straighten up the signs, clean them where needed, side out where necessary and review the
white lining.

~ The three S.]speed limit signs that have been damaged/knocked over on the Habberley road have all been reported.

The two gullies on Hollies Lane have been reported for re-emptying, there is already some debris sitting in the bottom,
hopefully by reporting now they will be emptied before they get blocked.
#11362 Request to get the hedge trimmed back on Trimpley Lane. There is evidence that this hedge has received a slight
trim, highways are satisfied that it has been taken back enough for now and have closed the case.
#12054 40 MPH roundels missing following road surface dressing on Hoarstone Lane, we have noticed and have asked for
them to be reinstated.
I have also asked for the white lining on the A442 to be refreshed/repainted, and for all roadside gullies and grills to be
inspected and emptied.”
District Councillors’ report: Nothing to report.

5. PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL:

a) New Planning applications: (Clir. S. Leigh left the room at this point)
For Information only — No comment from the Parish Council was required.

26/0470/AG - Agricultural building for general purpose use to store machinery and foodstuff at
Parklands Trimpley Lane Shatterford Worcestershire DY12 1RD — details were shared with
Councillors but no comment was required to be submitted.  (Clir. S. Leigh returned to the room).

b) Local Plan Review — Scoping Consultation Survey — a Consultation Survey was available to
complete, and the Clerk had drafted up a response and sent it to all councillors for comment, and
ratification. This was approved, and the Clerk had submitted it.

c) Local plan — a meeting was scheduled for 8" July at Wyre Forest House.
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Progress Reports and other Outstanding Items

. Defibrillators — Clerk and three Councillors had attended a site meeting to inspect the defibrillator at the
Sailing Club, as the pads had expired. Since installation, the machine had never been used. A
discussion had taken place as to whose responsibility the machine was. Although the parish council had
provided it, it was handed to the Sailing Club for installation, electric supply, etc. The pads were now out
of date, and the clerk had been told by one supply that they were now of an obsolete model. It was
RESOLVED that:

a) The current machine should be taken down, and replaced with the machine received on grant from
the BHF with an unlocked cabinet and in-date pads

b) Ownership should be with the Parish Council, who would be responsible for insurance, and
maintenance / replacement parts in the future.

c) The Sailing Club would be responsible for safe electrical connection and supply of the machine.

d) The Parish Council would take away the existing machine (which benefited from a good cabinet with
locking feature)

e) The Clerk would draw up an agreement to this effect, so that the path forward was clear, in respect
of responsibilities.

Meantime, the result of the grant application for funding from Severn Trent was as yet unknown, for a

solar powered machine for Low Habberley. A brief discussion took place in respect of options for the

cabinet which would be taken down from the Sailing Club.

° Sump/Grid Clearance — Hollies Lane — It was noted that the Highways Department would clear the
lower sump on a regular scheme, and the upper sump would be cleared by Countryside Service.
Although requested, the Parish Council were not given permission to allow the lengthsman to clear the
upper sump. The Clerk had requested the frequency of the clearance by highways of the bottom sump
but had not received a reply to the request for this information, although County ClIr. J. Shaw intimated
that it was a 4-year cycle.. Meantime, heavy rains had filled the sump and taken debris onto the main
road, and this had been reported with photos by a resident via the reporting system at County. County
Highways had been quick to react, and had sent down a machine to sweep away the debris.

° Roadside Hedge and Track to sump/drain below Fountain Court — the new owner had not actually
given the permission requested for a clear path to the drain to be maintained. He denied that the hedge
in his ownership was overgrown, and so it was thought that the section overhanging the pathway was
owned by the field tenant. Some councillors said they knew the tenant, and would discuss this with him.
It was thought that thefts from this land had urged him to retain tall hedges as a screen.

° Notice on BT Pole — Habberley Trail — Clerk had contacted Habberley Trail asking for the notice to be
taken down. They agreed to do this, but they stated that they would now apply for permission to put up
an alternative sign, as they believed it gave advance notice to traffic coming down Jacobs Ladder hill of
the entrance and exit from the Trail, and therefore felt that a sign was required as a safety measure.

° Other signs - it was mentioned that a sign stating Site office Severn Trent/COFE had been attached
to a County speed limit sign in Eymore Lane, and the County Clir. advised she would get this removed.
° Signage on Bus Shelters — At a quoted cost of £12 per shelter, it was Resolved to proceed with

ordering a header strip stating Kidderminster Foreign Parish Council for each shelter. Clir. Holford
agreed to arrange this.

o Facebook Page for the Parish Council — Adjourned to next meeting.

o Trimpley Village Hall Centenary — This was briefly discussed, as it was unknown if the village hall
themselves had any definite plans as to how to celebrate this. It was hoped to tie in some link with the
new footpath booklet being produced, with perhaps a date set for the launch.

Items for July Newsietter
Various items were suggested, including the recent resurfacing of the road through Trimpley, and also the
forthcoming reprint of the footpath booklet.

Bewdley Carnival — Details were supplied by the Clerk for the Centenary Carnival, inc. local road closures.
Clerk would also relay the latter to trimpleywatch for information.

Lengthsman and ROW Matters

a) Lengthsman
May Invoice — approved for payment.

Agreement was also reached for Clir. Phillips to liaise with the Lengthsman concerning a timely cut of
the area by the entrance to Low Habberley farm — cost to be met out of Parish Council funding.

b) ROW Matters — a fallen branch on the entry to Habberley Valley from Valley Close had been

reported to the District Council by the Clerk, although a recent reply from a resident stated that this had
not been cleared very satisfactorily. However it was also noted that there had been general investment
with marker posts in Habberley Valley itself, carried out by the District Council.
Seasonal clearance — Clerk had received an email stating that all the scheduled paths had been
cleared by 26"™ May. However, the ROW Warden Clir. Roberts tabled photographs of the clearance
undertaken which was poor, and the vegetation (within just 2 weeks) had already made passage of
some of the paths difficult to say the least. As the Parish was rightly very proud of its’ ROW Network, it
was resolved by Councillors that a further clearance should be undertaken by Mr. C. Bunn, to be funded
directly by the Parish (not out of lengthsman funds). Clir. Roberts would contact Mr. Bunn asking for an
approximate cost, and supplying details of the areas requiring attention.
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10. | Financial Reports —.
a) Ratification of payments to be made — a) Payments : Lengthsman May Invoice - £221.00; Trimpley Village
Hall — Hire of Room — Jan to June 26 - £270: Clerk’s Expenses — April — June 26 - £128.04; Chairman’s Allowance -
£100; Councillor to authorise : Clir. Roberts
b) Electronic Banking — No further progress from Councillors.
11. | Worcestershire CALC Reports & County and District & other Correspondence -
Wyre Forest Area of CALC Meeting — Thursday 18th June at Shatterford Village Hall.
Clerk and Clir. Holford would attend, and hopefully Clir. Nolan-Thompson.
Joint Parish ForumlWyre Forest Area CALC Meeting — Monday 7 September 2026 virtually via Zoom, and
also March 15" 2027. Clerk had shared joining details with councillors.
Wyre Forest Executive Support Officers Meeting — would now be held on 16/6/26 at 3.30p.m. — ltems for
discussion would be the reprint of the Parish Walks Booklet, and Signage on the Bus Shelters.
Funding Finder — 9" July — Free Course — Clerk stated she would hope to attend this.
People’s Emergency Briefing Film — 7.30pm — 19" June - St. George’s Hall, Bewdley — pre booking not
required.
Air Quality Survey by WRS - The quality of the air we breathe is an increasingly important topic for everyone
from allergy sufferers to people who work in challenging environments. The air quality survey takes 4-5 minutes
and is completely anonymous. Details of the survey, and a link to it had been circulated by the Clerk. It was
noted that this area, and Parish were particularly noted for air quality standards. It closes on Friday 31 July '26.
12. | Road Accident Record — None recorded.
13. | Other Matters

Tree Wardens — A discussion took place regarding the nominated 2 x parish tree wardens — Helen Ralls and
Martin DelaHaye. Very little contact was ever made with them, either by the Parish or County Councils. It was
intimated that Helen was extremely busy working full time, and may no longer wish to continue. Meantime, ClIr.
Holford had obtained a contact — Ben Milner — from Wolverley who may be interested in taking on this role. Clerk
to progress this matter, and make contact.

Information Board — the board, loaned from the Clerk, for display purposes at the Trimpley Rally needed
updating with fresh content. It was suggested that an ideal feature might be of local public rights of way, to tie in
with the upcoming new Walks Booklet. Clerk to work on this, and also details of other work done locally by the
Parish Council. Clerk advised that although she could work on content, this would be of A4 Size Maximum, and
she no longer had access to a laminating machine. Clir. Roberts offered to help in this respect.

STWA - Emptying of Sludge Pool - It was queried as to whether this had started. It was reported that there
had been no traffic taking sludge away from the reservoir, and yet digging appeared to be taking place on the
reservoir site, for an unknown purpose, by the solar panels installation.

Future Possible Resignation - Clir. C Holford advised that he wished to resign from his post as Parish
Councillor w.e.f the August Parish Council meeting. After some discussion, expressing considerable regret at his
decision, the Clerk asked Clir. Holford to kindly follow correct procedure, and if that was still his wish, to put this
in writing to the chair at the end of the August meeting. If he resigned, then new appointments to his held
positions of Vice Chair, and representative on the CALC area Committee would be required by the Council,
along with official notification of a vacancy to the returning officer at Wyre Forest. Due process would be
followed to fill the casual vacancy, following receipt and acceptance of the official resignation.

Next Month - Parish Council Meeting — confirmed for 20" July 2026.

The meeting closed at 9.34 p.m. Chairman g/mm
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