
KIDDERMINSTER FOREIGN PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

held in TrimpleyVillage Hall on Monday 17s August)OZS at 7,30pm
Present Councillor Mr. B. Phillips

Councillor Mr. C. Holford
Councillor Mrs. E. Nolan-Thompson
County Councillor J Shaw
County Counci[lor D Morehead
Mrs E Whitehouse (Clerk)

Gouncillor Mrs. S. Thornpson
Councillor Mr. C. Grainger
Councillor Mr. R. Roberts
Council[or Mr. S. Leigh
District Councillor J Byng
13 members of the public were also present.

Fire Procedures - As posted in the village hall. Assembly point: the carpark.
A welcome was extended to all present.
Police Report - The police were not in attendance. Two items of concern were brought to the attention of the
meeting:

a) A mernber of the pubtic advlsed that they had spotted a considerable quantity of Nitrous Qxide eannlsters
had been discarded opposite Bite Farm entrance, and he had picked these up. There was also evidence
of these on the unofficial pull in just above Habberley Trail entrance.

b) Large planUequipment was being off-loaded from lorries by Severn Trent Water contractors near to the
junction of Eymore Lane. This had been reported to Severn Trent, and the police by the Clerk and Chair,
as there seemed to be no reason why this was being done at this location ... almost 1 mile away from the
reservoir ... and causing an unreasonable and dangerous traffic hazard for other highway users.

PuhlicOaen Forunn
A number of residents from Hill Farm attended the meeting. They explained the problems they had faced over
many months now with no water to most of the 166 properties on this site. This was due to water supply
infrastructure problems on the site which was private. The land owner was reluctant/unwilling to carry out
necessary maintenance, and this left most of the properties without water for sanitation, hygiene, cooking or
drinking. Four tankslbowsers had been provided at the top of the site at Mary Moores, but these were being used
mainly for the horses, and were inadequate for the properties. Sevem Trent Water stated they were unable to act
since the s{rpp}y prob}em was entire}y on private }and. The Bistrict Cot*nci} uere provid,ngr bott}ed wate}: but this
did inadequate for the number of properties affected. The residents advised that due partially to this problem,
there had been an attempted suicide by a resident two weeks earlier. They also advised that the problem with the
water supply had been on-going for 6 years now. Severn Trent had advised that valves on the site were switched
to divert water away from the properties, but again, they were unable to act, with this being private land.
Water was also not getting to the fire hydrants/extinguishers, and with the lack of maintenance on the site in
respect of cutting grass, which was now very tall and dry in the current drought, residents were fearful of a wildfire
which would be disastrous to properties on the site. Also, they advised that access to the stte fon emergency
vehicles from Mary Moores was now blocked, and this had never been the case with the previous landlord. The
residents had set up a Community Emergency Response Team in collaboration with the Fire Service. The Clerk
had notified both representative District and County Councillors to see what acUon could be taken, but would also
draft correspondence in respect of the situation to be sent to both Severn Trent and Wyre Forest District.
It was suggested that the residents contact the press about the situation, and they advised that the BBC were to
make a report on site. Clerk to place matter on Aqenda for next meetinq.
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Apoloqies ForAbsence: Apologies were receivedftom District Ctk P. Harrison
Declarations of lnteresUDisoensations: lnterests as previously minuted and declared on the central register.
Cllr. Grainger expressed an interest in Planning Application 2610526, and Cllr. Holford expressed an interest in any
rnatters relating the Severn Trent Sludge Pool ernptyrng prciect. Also Cllr. Grainger and Cllr. Phillips expressed an
interest in the Rights of Way Footpath issue at Holbeache. Cllr. Leigh expressed an interest in Planning
Aoplication 2610450.

3. Aonroval of Minutes of the Parish Council Annual meetinq held 201" Julv 2Q26 were approved and signed"

4. Countv and District Councillors' Reports -
Councillor Jenny Shaw tabled the following report
*Hereford & Worcester Fire and Rescue Senzice has been rated good in g of the la areas inspected and adequate in the
other following an inspection by HMICFRS between February and April this year. This siours improvement across the board
from the last inspection in 2023 where several areas required improvement. The whole service should be congratulated on the
hard work that has gone into improving the seruice they provide both intemally and externally.
Hoarstone Lane reflectars an telegraph poles, Ihis has been chased up- I have previously said thal this will just get done
which is still the case however it has not been as straight forward as frst thought. All BT poles need permission gnnted to put
the reflectors on, some poles already have this, some others dont and permission is being sought. Highways also want it to
look as uniform as possiO/e from a safety point of view so fhLs fas not been as straight forward as first thought.
The verge hollard on Timpley lane before the Pad< Attwood turning has been fixed hack inlo place""
Councillor D, Morehead also tabled a report.
He advised that the Severn Valley Railway were now only running diesel trains, because of the hot weather, although there had
been one embankment fire which was quickly contained.
|/e also adwbad fflaf #rers had been turther ftytipping an i*aarsfene Lar+e, whiah had nof bee* aug#tt ox CCW whbh may
have been deployed.
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ln respect of the very high risk of wild fires in the extremely hot and dry conditions at the current time, it had
become increasingly apparent that the focation of Fire Flydrants to rural communities was extremely important. lt
was reported by a member of the public that the hydrants in the parish had recently been inspected, and the Fire
service had confirmed that they had a map of all the locations of these in the parish.
DistricJ C-ourteiHors' report: Notlirrlt filrtler to reoorf fhan had a[r#v been menljpned-

5. PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL:
a) New Plannina aoolications:

2610526 - Elrov..Crundalls Lane - Erection of sinqle-storev side extension to the existinq detached bunqalow,
forming expanded kitchen accommodation.
(Clk. C. Grainger expressed an interest in this item and left the room)
Comment: "No objections"
{Clk GraiWer retum# to {he rw*t)

The Clerk had also checked the weekly applications list and found these two further applications:
1 ) 26/0565ICR - Discharge of Condition 12 re External Lighting re Permissi on 24f120 Outdoor Adventure
Gentre Habberley Road Low Habberley KidderminsterWorcestershire DY1'1 sRF
2j26N562flCLP - Glendale, Severn illeadow, Northwood Lane, Bewdiey, Worcs. Certifrcate of Lawrulness
for proposed garage.
Both as yet were to be determined, but the Clerk understood that the Parish were no longer consulted on CR or
CLP suffi xed applications.
b) Previous Planninq Applications - Status

@Honeybrook Coftage Bridgnorth Road Kidderminster - Proposed first floor extension (over existing
ground flcor) and external #eratons !o existlng grarase - Approued
2610450 The Old Pumping Station, Trimpley Lane, Shatterford, Bewdley - Proposed freestanding hot

tub and sauna, outdoor shower and pergola (retrospective) - Pending Decision
?,61S52p/.9 (lnc. Listed Building Consent) Willow Lodge, Hoarstone Court, Hoarstone Lane

lnstallation of SolarPV and battery system on the south facing roof slope - Pending Decision
c) Local Plan Review-

Settlement Services and Facilities Survey - Clerk had filled out a response for both Trimpley and Low
l'labbe*tey; and senf this a a Dratt for Counciltsrs to revienr. The dmft uras apprwed by Gou*ci$o*s, arlrd tl,e
Clerk would submit it to the Planning Authority according. As not officially a village, she had not completed a
survev for the Hill Farm settlement.

6. Proqress Reports and other Outstandino ltems
. Defibrillators - Clerk had reminded the Village Hall of the requirement for our two representatives to be

included in their next commiftee meeting, and suggested that the Hall defibrillator should be on the agenda
for that meeting, on 20th August, for disCussion. 

- -

. Hedgre Mow Fourftrin Court- This had not yet been discussed wittr the landswnen ftrtatter postponed.
r Notice on BT Pole - Habberley Trail - Notice still there, despite a follow up emailfrom the Clerk.
o Facebook Page for the Parish Council - Clerk was tasked to try to set this up.
r Trimpley Rally - Report - a rrote of thanks was given to Cllr- C- Holford for putting up the Gazebo/stand,

and to other councillors who had helped out with manning the stand. lt had been a productive and positive
day in making the Parish Council more approachable and explaining the work undertaken locally on behalf
of residents.

. ilaintenance of Bus shelters - These had all been checked by the local manufacturer, Ade Williams,
who advised that some braces to secure them to the concrete base would give them more stability. Clerk
was asked to get a quote from him for the work required.

. 8VR - Errbankrnent Fires - as previously reported, despite a waming email frorn the Clerk, the SVR had
been a little late stopping the steam trains, as they wished to give visitors the best experience, but despite
their best efforts at prevention, there had been a small embankment fire. Diesels were now deployed. lt
was aiso reported that, when the Fire Service had to attend embankrnent fres near to Bewdley, it often
blocked Northwood Lane, so that local residents (including Hill Farm) had no access to their properties.

. Sevem Trent - emptying of Sludge pool - Traffic issues - (Cllr. Holford left the room)
Complaints had been received about Severn Trent plant contractors offJoading large equipment near the
Marsh, close to Eymore Lane junction, at least 1 mile away ftom the Water Treatment works. Also it was
noted that traffic to/from the Reservoir were driving inappropriately for the local lanes. Clerk was to draw
both of these matters to the attention of Severn Trent, (and the police) so that they could ask for more
consideration f rom their conkactors "
(Cllr. Holford returned ta the meetina\

8. Lenothsman and ROW Matters
a) Lengthsman

July lnvoice - approved for payment.
b) ROW Matters -.

Reprint of \lYalks Booklet - Work in progress.
Seasoral c*earanee - Firpncial assistmce fsr ftrtL$re clearanee was beirg soryfrb frsnn the Couniy
Councillors. ln additional for future years, an early advice of when the clearance is required would be
helpful to County.
Blocking of Footpath at Holbeache (Cllrs. Phillips and Grainger left the room, declaring interests)
An incident in respect of an official footpath on land at Holbeache was reported to the Parish Council.
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ROW fficer Cllr. Roberts had refened the matter to the Countryside Service at Worcester. Although this
was an officiaf ROIM on the County definifue map, it real$ had no purpose and drd not lead anywhere. lt
was assumed that it was once to give access to the school - which was closed - but when considering the
future of the path, it was felt that all matters (including atrcess to The Eannerings) should be taken into
ryrs#sa{rrln if -dosure rs reqles*ed. [/.eantiwe" it remaM an of$ciaf ROlry. bst *ms }eing investigated
bv the Countrvside Service in resoect of its viabilitv. (Cllrs. Phillips and Grainser retumed to the room)

9. Financial Reoofts -.
Ratification of payments to be made - a) Payments : Lengthsman July lnvoice - 9221.00:
Counciffor to authorfse : Clfr. Mrs Efise lVofan-Thompson
Electronic Banking - No further progress from Councillors.

a)

b)

{0, Worcestershire CALG Reports & Countv and District & other Gorrespondence -
JointParish Forumlllllyre Forest Area GALC hlleeting Reminders - MondayT September 2026 virtually via
Zoom, and also March 15th 2A27. Clerk hoped to attend the meeting on 7m September.
Environment Agency - Consultation on Drought order on River Sevem - Clerk had drafted the following
resporce to k sent foruard o* this sor$sl.dkatioff
" We would not raise any objection ta the arder per se, and understand the necessity on environrnental and supply
grounds for its instigation. However, equally, in the current situation af extreme weather conditions, we feel that
we will all need to become far more proactive and respond much more quickly to such extremes- We note that the
order is to be in place for "up to 6 months" which will include the three months - November, December and
January - when we may also face prolonged and extreme wet weather which, on top of heat-hardened ground,
may produce severe flooding from run-off in some areas. Could you please confirm that the situation will be
monitoredveryfreque*tlydwing flrenexf 26we,kg a*dflaf fiporobrrsl*?edassoorlas#isno b"ge{
necessaty. Could we also please then be notified if and when that order is l?fted in coming manths."
Hill Farm Gorrespondence re Fire Precautions - Clerk had received an email from the Residents Association
who had set up a Cornrnunity Emergency Response team in respect of Fire Safety in the current e*reme weather
conditions. The narrow access road to the site, coupled with the uncertainty of a reliable water source were major
items of concem for the residents, and to discuss these aspects and to identify suitable emergency assembly
points, the Residents were requesting a meeting with the Wyre Forest Fire Station Officers.
Cffi had sl'rrared tfue correspondenee, only received om the day of the rneeting, with d* Courty and Distdct
Councillors. and all Parish Councillons.

11. Road Accident Record - No details known.

12. QfEeH Resi4nz+-ianand Declaration of Casual Vaenery.
Mr. Christopher Holford served a lefter of resignation to the Chair. The Chair thanked Mr. Holford for his untiring
work on behalf of the parish council, and he had steered the Council, as a past Chairman, through some very L
difficult times. However, Mr. Holford stated in response that he felt that the Council was now on a very even kee6
with good team working, and felt it was a good moment to leave ofiice to pursue other things.
The Cterk would declare the resignation and vacancy to the Retuming fficer, and follow due procedure in respect
of fillino the vacancv.

12. Otlrcrffiatters
f.lext frfonttr - parish Council Meeting - confirmed for 21"t September 2026.
The meeting closed at 9'15p'm' 

chairman @'M

I
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